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mony that they never were nor could be in any ſuch Capacity, 
there is not one Inſtance of it to be found upon the Records of 
Parliament; but on the contrary, many repeated Inſtances af 

their being always rejected by the Houſe, Whereof two of tlie 

lateſt, extracted from the Records, and ſubſcribed by the 

Lord Clerk Regiſter himſelf, who is a Peer and a preſent Mi- 

niſter of State, are, (as I am informed) ſent up to London: 

And of which I have ſubjoined to this a Copy. Thus 

far it is plain, that the Parliament of Scotland has ever excluded 

their Peers eldeſt Sons from being Members of their Houſe; and 

that the Fundamental Law of the Union has moſt expreſly reſer- 

ved to our Commons, that valuable Privilege of electing their 
Repreſentatives in Parliament, from amongſt the beſt qualified - 
Gentlemen of their own Number and State, in the ſame man. 

ner as they have formerly uſed to do; ſo that we have not only 

Law and clear Matter of Fact upon our ſide, but likewiſe the 
Procedure will juſtify it ſelf from the very Nature of the thing. 

For it is certain, that in electing Members of Parliament, 

the Choice of the EleQors ought. to be made as free as is poſſi- 

ble from the Influence of Bribes or Threats, and in Juſtice 
ſhould only be determined by the Honeſty and Candor of the 

| Perſon to be choſen, that his Character be ſuch as promiſes a 
faithful Diſcharge of ſo great a Truſt. And that his Jaclinati- 
ons be accompanied with a ſufficient Capacity to ſerve the par- 

ticular Intereſt of his Conſtituents, as well as the general In- 
| tereſt of his Country. But alas! how many in Scotland can be 
ſuppoſed in a Condition to maintain this Character, the whole 
Commons there being every where ſurrounded with a nume- 
rous and powerful Peerage ? who, like ſo many Sovereigns, 
judge and determine within their reſpe&ive Bounds in Crimi- 
nal as well as Civil Matters, being indued with vaſt Superi- 
* Vid. Sir orities and heritable Juriſdictions, * ſo that no Commoner 
Mae. holding Joy part of his Lands of a Peer, or indeed being in his 
zie In- Neighbourhood, can be reckon'd as at Liberty to make a free 
fit. Part Election of his Repreſentative. Who then can ſay, but _ 
| | . | Eo 8 ; 9 
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the Commons of Scotland, whereof che Majority of their Parlias 
ment conſiſted, had invincible Arguments for continuing and 
preſerving intire to themſelves, that neceſſary Privilege of ex- 
cluding their Peers eldeit Sons from being Members of that 
Houſe ? 1 | 

And if the Parliament of Sco;:/and, which conſiſted of Peers 
and Commoners litting together in the fame Houſe, enjoying 
the ſame Liberty of Speech, and the ſame common Privi- 
leges, and judicative Capacity, as Members of one and the 
ſame Houſe, being alſo thereby reſtricted to the ſame Rules, 


Forms and Conſtitution ; If, I fay, the Parliament of S- 


land had ſo many weighty Reaſons for excluding their Peers el- 
deſt Sons, how many more Arguments of greater Moment may 
be urged in the Houſe of Commons of Great Britain, who ſubſiſt 
a ſeparate and diſtinct Houſe from the Peers, enjoying by 
themſelves ſo many valuable Privileges and Immunitles as 
can't be any manner of way incroached upon, or ſubjected to 
a Houſe of Peers, but with the great Riſque of ſhaking the 
whole Conſtitution and Government ? Moreover, now that 


we are united, and our Intereſts thereby inſeparably joined, 


what can your Commons propoſe by inſlaving ours, for it ought 
certainly to be a Maxim with all true Brittains, as it ever will 
be a Truth, that the Liberty of our Commons will always be 
an Advantage to yours, and that our Slavery cannot fail to end 

in your Deſtruction ? ä 
Were we inſiſting upon any thing that was new, or that re- 
es a Law to inveſt us with it, there might be ſome ſort of 
retence to delay or reject our Claim; but it is fo far other- 
ways, That the Privilege of Excluſion againſt our Peers eldeſt 
Sons, is an eſſential Privilege that has been carefully tranſinit- 
ted to us entire from our Anceſtors for Ages paſt, and ſuch 
an one it is, as under the heavy Burden of our Superiorities and 
* heritable Juriſdictions, we never could nor ever ſhall be repre- 
ſeated in Parliament without it. Laſt of all, ic is a Privi- 
lege ſo expreſly reſerved by the fortſaid Act, and ingroſſed in 
| the 
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L aying aſide therefore all Faction or Party wherein this 
-qught not, nor cannot have any ſhare ; let me conjure you as you 
love your Country, and therein more eſpecially that great Bul- 
wark of the People's Liberties, I mean the Conſtitution of the 

Houſe of Commons, be ſure carefully to weigh this Matter, and 
to repreſent the Caſe as it really ſtands to your Friends of the 

Houſe, who, if they once but underſtood the thing, will not, 

I am confident, be ſo eaſily Peer-riaden, as to preſent the Houle 
of Lords with 45 of their Members, in whoſe Places they 
- mult expect to receive ſo many of their Lordſhips Creatures. 
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hie very Body of the Union, that nothing can be more firni· | 2; 


LIY% 


IN the Parliament holden. at Edinburgh, the twenty + 
third Day of April, one thouſand ſix hundred four- 
ſcore five Tears. In reſpect the Viſcount of Tarbat's Elde 
Sen, who was Elecied one of the Commiſſroners for the Shire 
of Rols, by reaſon that his Father is Nobilitat, cannot 
vom Repreſent that Shire, as one of their Commiſſioners ; 
Warrand was given to the Freeholders of that Shire to. 


meet and Elect another fit Perſon in his Place. Ex» 
traded furth of the Records of Parliament, by me David, 
Earl of Glaſgow, Lord Clerk:Regiſter. | 3 


Sic Subſcribitur, 


GLASGOW, Cl. Regr. 


3 
XI Edinburgh, the ezghteenth Day of . March, one 
A thouſand ſix hundred and eighty nine Tears, the 
Meeting of the Eſtates having beard and conſidered the 
Report of the Committee for Eleciions, bearing, That in 
the controverted Elections for the Burgh of Linlithgow, 
in Favors of the Lord Livingſton, and William Higgins : 
E is the Opinion of the Committee, That William Hig- 
gins's Commiſſion ought to be preferred firſt, in regard of 
the Lord Livingſton's Incapacity to repreſent a Burgh; be- 
| ing the Eldeſt Son of a Peer : Aud, Secondly, In reſpect 
William Higgins was mcre legally and formally Eledted 
by the Plurality of Votes f the Burgeſſes : They have ap- 
proven, and approves the ſaid Report in both Heads 
thereof, and interpones their Authority thereto. Extracted 
fſurth of the Records of Parliament, by me David Earl 
of Glaſgow, Lord Clerk-Regifter. 


Sic Subſcribitur, 


GLASGOW, Cl. Regr. 
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